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G reetings! I would like to introduce myself
JOHN GELDESMA, TO-TEM-IC as your new president, but first, I wish to
LECTURE, SLIDE PRESENTATION express my appreciation to outgoing
president, Charles Snead. His leadership has
MARCH 10, 6-8 PM provided a venue that reflects our mission in
I promoting the cultural values and the artistic

Our annual Spring Membership event will vitality of our community.

feature John Geldesma, an artist known inter-
nationally for his beautiful and symbolic to-
temic sculptures.

I have served on the Board of Art
Associates for many years and acted as
treasurer since 2005. I am an art teacher
with Calcasieu Parish Schools and direct the
CPSB annual summer Arts Camp.

As the new president of Art Associates, I
consider myself a team member of a talented,
dedicated board of directors and member
volunteers that continue to promote
programs and initiatives that have made Art
Associates a model organization. All of us on
the board are strong advocates for the Arts
who believe that the arts help to define who
we are. We understand that many challenges
lie before us, but we also know that in times
of challenge, people turn to the arts as a
means of expression. The arts have

SeePRES| DENTO6 S M&SSAGE

Born in 1942, Geldersma was raised in the Time to renew your membershipl_
New Orleans area. Though he now lives in New Complete and return the enclosed
Mexico, he remains deeply influenced by the envelope. Questions? Email:

aalch@suddenlink.net
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Bayou State. He has described his native environment as "...a mix of Catholi-
cism, African folk forms and Carnival spirit." In the 1960's he earned a B.F.A.
at the University of Southwestern Louisiana (now the University of Louisiana
Lafayette) and an M.F.A. from Rutgers University in New Jersey. He later
taught art at USL for 20 years. Since the mid-60's he has exhibited widely
throughout the United States.

Geldersma absorbed the Louisiana mix of African-American, Caribbean,
Native American and Creole folk traditions and expresses these in his work.
He works primarily in wood and has produced a wide array of pieces in ar-
chetypal forms, from his hanging "Shamans” to mandala-like totemic sculp-
ture termed "Spirit Poles." He is perhaps best known for these latter. Each
piece is carved—either heavily or minimally—and then painted in vivid hues or simply charred,
leaving more of the wood’s qualities exposed. Geldersma predominantly employs woods such as
pecan, weathered driftwood, and fallen aspen trees from Colorado. The artist's creative process
involves studying the wood and seeing the character of it with its twists and turns. "I don't like
the straight ones. It's more like a dance, like a ballet when there's some movement,” he says.
Geldersma's work is deeply interactive and intensely spiritual.

The show opens with a wine and cheese reception March 10, and the work will hang in our
gallery through March 30.




MEET THE NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Erica McCreedy is a native of Lake Charles and has
received a Masters of Fine Arts in Creative Writing
in poetry and a Masters of Arts in English at
McNeese State University. She currently works as
Special Projects Coordinator for the Arts and Hu-
manities Council of SWLA and is a member of Yel-
low Flag Press. She spends her time working closely
with local and regional artists and writers to initi-
ate new programs for Lake Charles.

Kip Tete recently graduated with a BA in Art from
McNeese to go with his BS in Psychology. His con-
centration is photography. He also dabbles in
other media as well—printmaking, painting, paper-
making and artist books are of particular interest.
He has a banking and human resources back-
ground. He has been working with Susan Reed at
the Imperial Calcasieu Museum since the first of
the year focusing on the administrative processes
and gallery operations including installations.

Jenna Chapman graduated in December 2009,
from McNeese, majoring in Art Education with a
concentration in Photography. She teaches PK-5th
grade art at Dolby Elementary. She is currently
working on a Masters in Education in School
Counseling. Her passion is teaching. Exploring the
world behind the lens of a camera is one of her
favorite creative outlets.

Brigett Walker Martin notes that her vocation and
avocation are closely tied, as she is a professional
pianist and currently has a private teaching studio,
affiliated with Episcopal Day School and Church of
the Good Shepherd. She has been engaged in pi-
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demonstrated over and over that they add to
the quality of life by providing a way for
communities to express themselves.

In the coming year I will be seeking
improvement in our association through the
development of a strategic plan. My goal is to
lead the board in the development of a
comprehensive long range initiative that will
build and sustain the capacity of Art
Associates to fulfill its mission, enhance
current programs, and create new ones. The
process of merging our vision with a
community that promotes the growth of
ideas and the creative process is an exciting
challenge. I am honored to be among the
leaders of an organization dedicated to its
mission since 1957.

Art Associates organization would not be
possible without you. I encourage you to
continue your support. We depend on it! 1
invite you to become involved. There are
several committees that could use your help.
Join us in our organization’s pledge to the
City of Lake Charles to assist in the rebuilding
of Millennium Park! If you are interested in
learning more about these opportunities and
others, please contact me. My email address
is byanci@suddenlink.net. I look forward to
meeting you, the donors, sponsors, and
volunteers who make it all possible. Thank
youl!

Bobbi Yancey
President of Art Associates
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